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CONCLUSION. Even if Poland succeeds in maintaining its territorial
kdepender.ce many difficulties have to be overcome before its
position can be regarded as assured. Alien peoples have been
annexed, and must be conciliated or absorbed. Much of the land
is still in the hands of large proprietors, and the agrarian problem*
continues. To develop further the resources of the country, capital
+
from abroad is necessary, and the political history of the Poles is
hardly such as to inspire confidence. In industrial organization the
Germans played a leading part, and it appears that, without their
help, some time must elapse before production again attains its
former level1 While Poland, as a producer of raw materials such as
coal, timber, and oil, and food-stuffs such as cereals, potatoes, and
*
sugar, will be able to trade with the west, manufactured goods,
such as cottons, being somewhat coarse, are more suited to the
Russian market, and that market is now practically closed to
them.
1 That this is so would appear to be indicated by the following figures:
For German Upper Silesia the output of pig-iron in 1929 was 47 per cent of
the 1913 amount, raw steel 150 per cent, and finished rolled goods 164 per
cent. The figures for Poland, which more or less correspond, are pig-iron
77 per cent, steel 82 per cent, and rolling-mi products 62 per cent,